Simple Vector Text Trick

Here's a very simple effect with lots of potentially interesting possibilities.

1) Start by creating some large vector text. The word 'Test' above is 150 pt type.

2) Convert the text to curves as single character shapes (Objects / Convert Text to Curves / As
Character Shapes).

3) Pick your little font. Set the pt size back down to something small like 12 pt and choose a font
for the small letters. Consider turning on the Warp Text feature. In some cases, the surrounding
letters may look better when stretched. In this example, Warp Text was off.

4) Apply text to each letter curve. With the text tool still selected, move over the edge of the
letter until you see the cursor change to a letter A and a curve. Click the mouse and in the text
box that pops up, enter enough repeated letters to go all the way around the big letter. Repeat
with the rest of the big letters.

Options to explore:

o Consider using dingbat fonts, alternating letters, etc. This is somewhat like a generalized
version of alternate line styles (which of course you can change as well for other useful
effects).

e Try turning the visibility of the big letters off.

o Play with the kerning and leading controls.

e Try turning on Underlining and Strikethrough.

o Try the above with spaces as the small characters.

e Apply this technique to arbitrary vectors, not just letters. Some interesting segmented
wires can be constructed using repeating letters like (I) if you choose an appropriate font.

See it in action:

o Aida Cloth Tapestry a tutorial by Lady Oz for Cafe PSP's July menu



https://web.archive.org/web/20050828195501/http:/heartcreators.net/ladyoz/tapestry.html

